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Christmas Letter 

Dear Friends, 

This time last year when I sat down to write the letter for the 

Christmas edition of the church magazine, I like so many others, 

did not know what the year 2020 was going to bring. In this 

‘unprecedented’ year many of us have had to find new ways of 

working and coping. Very few people were prepared for it!  

The day that Jesus was born very few people were prepared for 

it! The significance of that first Christmas was not really 

understood. Jesus, born in a stable was the expected Messiah – 

God with us. His birth was the fulfilment of God’s promise to his 

people. 

In this season of Advent, with Christmas fast approaching, many 

of us are busy planning without knowing quite what shape the 

season and celebration will bring. But ‘Advent’ literally means 

‘coming’ or ‘arrival’. Advent is a season of Hope. 

With his coming, Jesus brought the promise of a hope-filled 

future. A future promise of God’s constant presence with us, a 

promise of joy and blessing, a light to our paths, and an 

assurance of His great love for each one of us.  

The birth of Jesus was Good News! Emmanuel – God with us. 

Whatever the circumstances of our lives.  

So, may this season be one where we recognise the Hope we 

have as Christians.  
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May I wish you and your family and friends a Happy and Blessed 

Christmas and may the New Year be one in which we rebuild 

hope and confidence in every sphere of our lives. “For great is 

his love towards us, and the faithfulness of the Lord endures 

forever” Psalm 117 v 2 

With Love from Sally  

Christingle 

 

 

 

The church will be unable to host a Christingle 

service this year due to Covid restrictions.  

Instead we will be offering a “Take Away” 

Christingle pack. This will be a kit containing 

everything needed to make a Christingle at 

home. These will be available to collect on 

Christmas Eve (10am to 11 am and then 2pm to 

3pm) from outside the church.  

However, they will need to be pre-ordered and 

information about how to order them will be on 

the Church’s web site 

http://www.holytrinityhartshill.co.uk/ 

and via the Holy Trinity Church , Hartshill page  

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/12983/ 

or Hartshill Community page on Social media. 

Also refer to Heather and Sharon’s pastoral 

letter.  

We do hope you will want to join in making 

your own Christingle and you will be helping to 

support the work of the Church of England’s 

Children’s Society.  

 

 

http://www.holytrinityhartshill.co.uk/
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/12983/
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Church Services 

The Government announced this week that restrictions on public worship are 

to be lifted after the current lockdown expires on 2nd December.  

Although we are currently awaiting further advice from the Church of 

England, we are anticipating that church services will be able to take place 

at Holy Trinity and St Peters next Sunday December 6th at our normal times.  

Arrangements will be as before. To be Covid 19 safe we will still be 

restricted on numbers that can be accommodated within each church 

building. So, if you would like to attend a church service please either 

phone or e mail Heather. It may not always be possible to fit everyone 

in on a particular Sunday especially during the Christmas period.  

So please do not just turn up unless you have received confirmation 

from either Heather or Sharon that you are able to come. This is so 

important as we do not want to turn anyone away. Heather will devise a 

rota system if necessary. 

A reminder that face masks (face shields are not a suitable substitution) 

must be worn while in Church (the only exemption being the service 

leaders and preachers who can remove them temporarily to talk). 

In line with Government restrictions for Tier 3, which we are in, those 

attending will not be able to interact with anyone outside a household or 

support bubble. Please do respect this while on Church premises. 

We will continue to email out our virtual services. If you know anyone who 

would like to receive our services by email, then please let Heather or Sharon 

know.  

The Churches’ Premises outside services are closed to everyone and 

entry can only take place with the agreement of Heather or in her 

absence the Churchwardens – please do not attempt to access them with 

any keys that you may have. 

We would ask for your prayers during what is going to be a difficult situation 

for our Churches and also, we would love to hear of anyone who needs 

prayer during these difficult and worrying times. 
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Holy Trinity, Hartshill Service St Peter’s Galley Common 

10 am – in church  

+ emailed out as per usual 

Sunday 6th, 

13th, 20th  

10.30am in church  

+ emailed out as per usual 

Postal pack/email 

 – say at home at 4pm  Dec 

20  

Carol Service 

(virtual only – 

NOT in 

church) 

Postal pack/email 

– say at home at 4pm  

Dec 20 

Postal pack/email – at 

home Dec 24th 4pm + pre-

ordered kits can be 

collected earlier that day 

 

Christingle 

(virtual only – 

NOT in 

church) 

Postal pack/email + pre-

ordered kits can be 

collected 

 on Sunday Dec 20th  (see 

below) 

11.30pm in church + 

emailed out as per usual 

Christmas Eve 

(possibly to 

include 

communion) 

11.30pm in church + 

emailed out as per usual 

10 am – in church 

+ emailed out as per usual 

Christmas Day 

(possibly to 

include 

communion) 

Emailed / postal service 

only 

+ emailed out as per usual 

TBC  Sunday 27th 

December 

TBC  
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Praying for our Parish in December 

1 

 

John 1: 1-5 We pray for peace. At this time of peace, 

hope, joy and love we pray for those who are 

lost and lonely. May we bring peace to our 

communities,  as we celebrate this advent 

season. 

2 Isaiah 9: 2-7 We pray for the members of the Over 50s 

group. 

3 Isaiah 11: 1-10 We pray for doctors, nurses, and the wider 

medical communities. 

4 Jeremiah 33 14-16 We pray for Michael Drayton School. 

5 Luke 1 5-10 We pray for the church family and the wider 

community. 

6 Luke 1 11-17 We pray for hope in this world, hope for our 

country, hope for our community and hope for 

our families.  

7 Luke 1 18-25 We pray for the Church Leadership; for 

Heather and Sharon, the Church Wardens, the 

PCC, Lay readers and all involved in the 

Church.  

8 

 

Luke 1 26-38 We pray for the children in the Uniform 

Groups and their leaders.  

9 Mathew 1 18-21 We pray for Hartshill School. 

10 Mathew 1 22-26 We pray for the Community of Linden Grange 

11 Luke 1 39-45 We pray for the Community of Oldbury 

Grange 
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12 Luke 1 46-56 We pray for the Community of The Stables  

13 Luke 2 1-5 We pray for Joy in our lives and other peoples, 

especially thinking of the carols we enjoy at 

this time of the year.  

14 Luke 2 6-7 We pray for refugees and people displaced 

through natural disasters. 

15 Luke2 8-12 We pray for Nathanial Newton School. 

16 Luke 2 13-14  We pray for Messy Church.  

17 Luke 2 15-18 We pray for the children and leaders at Trinity 

Tots. 

18 Luke 2 19-20 At this time of shopping, we pray for all 

people in the retail business. Give them 

strength. 

19 Micah 5 2-5 We pray for the police, ambulance, fire 

brigade, coastguard and other emergency 

services. 

20 Mathew 2 1-2 We pray for grace and hope in our lives.  

21 Mathew 2 3-6 We pray the homeless and those fleeing 

conflict. 

22 Mathew 2 7-8 We pray for the beauty of the world. 

23 

 

Mathew 2 9-12 We pray for those travelling to visit friends 

and family. 

24 John1 14 We pray that the message this Christmas be 

one of love.  
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25 Luke 2 1-4 On Christmas Day, we pray for the Birth of 

Jesus, the Saviour of the World. 

26 Luke 2 21-51 We pray for peace in our hearts this Christmas 

and we think of the many people who are 

lonely and isolated.  

27 Galatians 4 We pray for Holy Trinity Hartshill and St 

Peter’s Galley Common as we look forward to 

the New Year. 

28  Psalm 145 We pray for marriage and relationships. 

29 Psalm 146 We pray for all those who suffer with cancer, 

heart attack, stroke and other medical 

conditions. Be with them when they are in 

pain and suffering. 

30 Psalm 147 We pray for those who suffered loss and 

bereavement this year, may you comfort and 

support them in the future. 

31 Psalm 150 We pray for the new year, the hope, the joy, 

the peace and the love that God will bring in 

the coming year! 

 

Prayers by Rachel Burgess 
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Christian Union are mission teams operating at the heart of university and 

college campuses.  They are led by students, resourced by CU staff workers 

and supported by local churches.  Their aim is to reach students for Christ. 

In 1919 Norman Grubb, a young student at Cambridge University had one 

overwhelming urge - to get around to all the rooms of the men in his 

college and witness to them about Christ.  He did this with some urgency 

and a lot of commitment, and a number of students came to know the Lord 

Jesus.   He had a vision that every university and college in Britain and 

around the world should have its evangelical and witnessing Christian 

Union.  From small beginnings (as is so often the case) this spread into the 

world-wide Christian Union Fellowship. 

Much has changed since those early days but CU - the students, staff and 

supporters still live to speak for Jesus whilst at university.  Student life 

today sees many students affected by debt, loneliness and pressure and 

sadly, increasingly few students nowadays come from church backgrounds 

or have any biblical knowledge or Christian faith.  The CU exists to give 

every student on campus an opportunity to hear about Jesus. Over one 

million gospels have been given by students, to other students and 

hundreds of students are coming to faith each year through the work of 

Christian Union.  Good news indeed. 

CU members are non-denominational and they welcome students from 

different backgrounds, denominations and church traditions.  They 

organize special events and mission weeks including evangelistic 

lunchbars. 

The organization can provide New Student Welcome packs to help students 

adapt, settle in and make friends, and for those students who are already 
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Christians before going off to university they can help them find a local 

church and a new Christian family whilst they are far from home. 

They also run Impact Groups where like-minded students can come 

together to study the Bible and have meaningful discussions in small 

groups. 

New students who started university this autumn and find themselves 

isolated in lockdown must be finding great comfort through Christian 

Union groups. 

Contact details are: The Christian Unions, Blue Boar House, 5 Blue Boar 

Street, Oxford, OX1 4EE.   Tel: 01865 253678 

Lynda Kelly 

 

Listen to a Sunday Service from Coventry Cathedral 

We’re acutely aware that not everyone has access to the internet and so 

have now started a service which means that you can listen to the latest 

recording of a Sunday service from Coventry Cathedral over the telephone. 

You can choose between listening to the whole service, hearing just the 

sermon or enjoying an anthem sung by our virtual choir. The number to 

dial is 02476 939700. You pay just the cost of a local call – which may 

well be included in your phone package anyway. Of course, if you haven’t 

got internet access you won’t be able to read this – so, next time you’re on 

the phone or writing a note to someone who might be interested, please let 

them know. Thank you. 

  
Also, the Church of England provides Daily 

Hope, a 24 hour free phone line. 
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Thank You – Holy Trinity, Hartshill. 

‘Freely you have received….freely give’ (Matthew 10:8b) Such simple and 

unambiguous teaching from the Bible that we try and put into practice as a 

church. We have in recent years allocated money at the end of the year to 

give to charity as part of our ‘giving’ as a church. We aim to support one 

local charity and one oversees (development) charity. We try to give it to 

people or projects that we know make a real and practical difference and 

we also try and support organisations that are good stewards of what we 

send. We were, because of your generosity to the church, able to give the 

full £1,000 that we try and send each year. We split it equally between the 

local food bank and ‘Aim for Change’ and we received the following thank 

you letters.  

We are blessed to be a blessing….bless you… for enabling us to bless 

others. Heather. 

Letter from Food Bank 

 
We have received the following letter from Nuneaton Foodbank after Holy 

Trinity PCC decided that one of the Church’s Charity donations should go 

to this particular charity this year to recognise the wonderful work it does 

to meet those in need in the local area. 

“On behalf of the Trustees of the Nuneaton Foodbank, and in particular the 

people in crisis who we meet, I write to thank the congregation at Holy 

Trinity Church, Hartshill, for the very generous donation of £500.00. It was 

most kind of the PCC to think of donating to the Foodbank. 

Please be assured that your donation will be used to purchase food and 

ancillary products to support those people who come to us,following 

professional agency referrals, when they are in crisis. 

During this difficult time local people and groups, such as Holy Trinity 

PCC, have responded most generously to ensure we have the necessary 
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money to purchase essential items. Our concern about the long haul has 

become a reality as a second spike nationally is rapidly becoming a reality. 

Many thanks again for supporting the work of Nuneaton Foodbank.  

Stay safe. 

Yours sincerely 

     David  Treasurer and Trustee of Nuneaton Foodbank” 

Letter from Aim for 
Change 

  

This is the second charity that the Church supports and has done for a 

number of years.  

Aim for Change provides education, healthcare and self-sufficiency 

projects to underprivileged and vulnerable children and adults living in 

remote parts of Uganda and Pakistan. 

This is a thank you note from Aim for Change to the donation sent. 
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Foodbank - what we can continue to do 

Due to the restrictions of the volunteers / space at the local foodbank 

warehouse we are still not able to continue with the bringing of items to 

Church or deliveries to the warehouse.  

This is at a time when the Food Bank is still under huge pressure.  

The Food Bank is still working with its volunteers and there are collection 

points in most supermarkets. If you are visiting a supermarket for your own 

shopping please consider adding a few items to donate in this way. A list of 

the most urgently required items can be found on the food bank website.   

Can we urge everyone to consider if they can give a donation of money?   

Please visit their website- www.nuneaton.foodbank.org.uk and click on the 

Donate button at the top right of the page.  
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Sharon’s Recipe - Chocolate and Orange Christmas Pudding with 

White Chocolate Orange Sauce  (Serves 8) 

 

 

Pudding Ingredients 

125g butter, at room temperature 

and softened 

175g dark brown sugar   

2 large eggs, beaten 

4 tbsp creme fraiche 

zest of 2 oranges 

Keep the zested 2 oranges 

2 tsp essence of orange 

125g plain flour 

50g cocoa 

2 tsp baking powder 

1/2 tsp bicarbonate of soda 

1-2 tbsp milk (of required) 

25g desiccated coconut 

Method Pudding 

1. Butter and base line a 1 litre 

pudding basin.  

2. Cut out a rectangle of baking 

parchment and create a pleat along 

its length and keep to one side 

3. Cut out a rectangle of foil and fold 

a crease in that two. Set to one side 

with the string.  

4. Sieve the flour, cocoa, baking 

powder and bicarbonate of soda 

together and set aside 

5. Place the butter and sugar in a 

large mixing bowl and cream 

together with an electric whisk 

until pale and creamy.  

6. Add the crème fraise and whisk in. 

7. Gradually whisk in the eggs 

making sure it is well mixed with 

each addition.  If the mixture starts 

to curdle put a dessertspoon of the 

flour mixture into the mix and beat 

in and continue to add the eggs 

and even more flour mixture if 

needed until all the egg is beaten 

in.  Add the essence of orange and 

whisk in well. 

8. Add the coconut, nuts, dried fruit, 

cherries and chocolate chips and 

gently stir in with a metal spoon. 
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25g chopped nuts – any such as 

walnuts, pecan, macadamia, 

walnut, almond 

50g glace cherries, washed and 

quartered 

25g chocolate chips 

Greaseproof paper 

Kitchen foil 

1 litre pudding basis 

Pan large enough to hold the 

pudding basin comfortable and 

its lid 

String 

White Chocolate Orange Sauce 

Ingredients 

300g segments of Terry’s White 

Chocolate Orange (2 Terry’s 

Choc Oranges) 

100g butter 

500 ml double cream 

4 tbsp demerara sugar 

Zest of 1 orange 

 

 

9. Sift the flour, cocoa, baking 

powder and bicarbonate of soda 

again over the mixture and stir in 

with a metal spoon until 

completely incorporated. Add a 

little milk if the mixture seems a 

little too stiff.  Set aside 

10. Thinly slice the first of the 2 

zested oranges and use a big slice 

and put it on the bottom of the 

buttered basin, use other slices, 

biggest ones first to partially line 

the basin, finish with the smallest 

slices at the top edge of the basin.  

You will probably need to use 

some of the second orange as well. 

These will look pretty when the 

pudding is turned out as they cover 

the pudding so arrange them 

neatly. 

11. Spoon the mixture into the basin.  

It will fill it to the top.  Level off 

the top and then cover with the 

baking paper.  Make sure it fits 

over the top of the sides of the 

basin and secure with some string 

then place the foil over the top and 

secure in place with string as well 

then trim off any excess paper and 

foil. Pop into the pan, ensuring that 

the water comes up two thirds up 

the side. Cover the pan with the lid 

and bring the water to the boil and 

then simmer for 2 hours. 
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Meanwhile make the Chocolate orange Sauce 

 

1. Over a double broiler, (heatproof bowl over a saucepan of water) 

gently melt the chocolate – stir it often as white chocolate can very 

easily granulate so by stirring often you make sure that it is evenly 

heated and you won’t accidentally overheat it. 

 

2. Meanwhile, stir the remaining ingredients together in a small 

saucepan and heat until evenly combined. 

 

3. Remove both pots from the heat, and add the orange cream bit by 

bit to the melted chocolate stirring it together each time you pour 

some cream into the chocolate. 

 

4. Once well combined, serve immediately or, once cooled, pour into 

a jar and refrigerate until needed. You can serve it cold or warm it 

up and it will keep for around 3 days. 

 

 

Most of us will not want to be steaming our pudding for 2 hours on 

Christmas day so it is recommended that you either make the day before or 

freeze the pudding because unlike traditional ones they will not keep for 

weeks without going stale.  On Christmas morning defrost at room 

temperature for 2 hours.  To reheat put it in the microwave on medium for 

5 minutes. 

Gently reheat the White Chocolate Orange Sauce in a saucepan on the hob. 

Serve at the table so that everyone sees the pudding at its best when it is 

whole.  It goes into 8 good sized portions so serve into individual bowls 

and pour the sauce round it.  Don’t pour it over as it soaks in too much. 

If you don’t like coconut, cherries, dried fruit, chocolate chips or nuts just 

substitute by taking out one item and replace with more of another.  You 

could vary it by using dates, prunes, popping candy etc just make sure that 

the weight (and volume) is roughly as in the recipe so that the sponge can 

hold the filling – hope you enjoy! 
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Crossword 

 

Across 

1  Rely (Psalm 62:7) (6)  

4  ‘He stretches out the heavens like a — , and spreads them out like a tent 

to live in’ (Isaiah 40:22) (6)  

7  What the dove carried the olive leaf in, when it returned to Noah’s ark 

(Genesis 8:11) (4)  

8  Annoy (1 Samuel 1:6) (8)  

9  Judah’s last king, who ended his days as a blind prisoner in Babylon 

(Jeremiah 52:11) (8)  
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13 ‘They all — and were satisfied’ (Luke 9:17) (3)  

16 Eliphaz the Temanite was one; so was Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar 

the Naamathite (Job 2:11; 16:2) (4,9)  

17 National Association of Evangelicals (of the USA) (1,1,1) 

19 Popular song for New Year’s Eve, Auld — — (4,4)  

24 Able dock (anag.) (8)  

25 The number of stones David chose for his confrontation with Goliath (1 

Samuel 17:40) (4)  

26 Elgar’s best-known ‘Variations’ (6)  

27 Soak (Isaiah 16:9) (6) 

Down 

1  Money owing (Deuteronomy 15:3) (4)  

2  Conciliatory(Titus 3:2) (9)  

3  ‘Do this, whenever you — it, in remembrance of me’ (1 Corinthians 

11:25) (5)  

4  A group assisting in the governance of the Roman Catholic Church (5)  

5  One of the gifts Joseph’s brothers took with them on their second 

journey to Egypt (Genesis 43:11) (4)  

6 ‘Reach out your hand and — — into my side. Stop doubting and believe’ 

(John 20:27) (3,2)  

10 Be outstandingly good (2 Corinthians 8:7) (5)  

11 ‘What — — that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care 

for him?’ (Psalm 8:4) (2,3)  

12 Horse’s feet (Judges 5:22) (5)  

13 Notice (Deuteronomy 17:4) (9)  

14 Comes between 2 Chronicles and Nehemiah (4)  
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15 One of Israel’s northern towns conquered by Ben-Hadad (1 Kings 

15:20) (4)  

18 Narnia’s Lion (5)  

20 One of the two rivers in which Naaman would have preferred to wash (2 

Kings 5:12) (5)  

21 Avarice—one of the evils that come from inside people (Mark 7:22) (5)  

22 Knight Grand Cross of St Michael and St George (1,1,1,1)  

23 Jacob’s first wife (Genesis 29:23) (4)   (Solution on page 23) 

 

 

The First Christmas 

It never snows at Christmas in that dry and dusty land. 

Instead of freezing blizzards, there are palms and drifting sands, 

and years ago a stable and a most unusual star 

and three wise men who followed it, by camel, not by car, 

while, sleepy on the quiet hills, a shepherd gave a cry. 

He'd seen a crowd of angels in the silent starlit sky. 

In the stable, ox and ass stood very still and calm 

and gazed upon the baby, safe and snug in Mary's arms. 

And Joseph, lost in shadows, face lit by an oil lamp's glow 

stood wondering, that first Christmas Day, two thousand years 

ago 

by Marian Swinger 
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E-magazine 

Welcome to this e-magazine.  As a printed magazine is not possible 

currently, we are producing an electronic version.  Please send it to 

anybody who you think would like to read it, there is no charge. 

You can find this magazine and all the electronic magazines at 

http://www.little-blue-boat.co.uk/mu/churchmagazines.html 

 

 

From the Editor 
 

Thank you to everybody who has contributed to the magazine,  If 

anybody has anything they would like to share with readers of the 

magazine, please email it to me at mu@susanmfoster.co.uk.  The 

deadline for articles for the January magazine is 21st December. 

 

  

http://www.little-blue-boat.co.uk/mu/churchmagazines.html
mailto:mu@susanmfoster.co.uk
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Who’s Who? 

 

 

 

 

Vicar Revd. Heather Barnes 02476 392266 

Curate Revd. Sharon Crofts 07484 283874 
 
 

 

Church Wardens Mr Nick Miles 

 

02476  394339 

 Mrs Sally Young 

 

02476 397276 

PCC Secretary Mrs Carol Miles 02476 394339 

Treasurer Mrs Wendy Albrighton 02476 397183 

Planned Giving Mrs Wendy Albrighton 02476 397183 

Mothers’ Union Mrs Susan Foster 02476 319943 

Verger Mr David Hodson 07773 992270 

Weddings Mr Nick Miles and  

Mrs Carol Miles 

 

 

 

02476 394339 

Flowers Mrs Jan Blamire-Brown 02476 395467 

Baptism Revd. Heather Barnes 02476 392266 

Community Centre 

Bookings 

Olwyn Hardy 

 

02476 397961 

 

Sunday School Mrs Ruth Kinderman 02476 395326 

Magazine editor Mrs Susan Foster 02476 319943 

 
Church website: http://www.holytrinityhartshill.co.uk/ 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/12983/ 

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/groups/holytrinityhartshill/ 

Hartshill Mothers’ Union website: http://hartshillmu.uk/ 

Prayer Requests prayers.holytrinity@gmail.com 

http://www.holytrinityhartshill.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/holytrinityhartshill/
http://hartshillmu.uk/
mailto:prayers.holytrinity@gmail.com
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